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PREFACE. 

-»ff«„'arhriatlan  Association 
■r^  convention caUedbytl^YoungM^^^Cta,^  ^^^^^  ^ 

«f  Halito,  b»^i»8  "«"''  °"*   ^  ^r,h»t  a  report  sbooW  be  prepat. 
".ISSea,  U  was  *o«S.;  -:r  atr  of  tbe  .pe.be^»^ 
ed  Dreserving  as  fat  as  V'^  „„v,i.hin2  was  assumed  by  W.  n. 
^Jedings.    By  «f «' *  ,^t«  t  the  best  of  tbeit  "btt^, 
ttcNutt  and  D.Blackwood    ..>-bav  •  j_^  ^^^^  ^^at 

^schatged  that  duty,  M---^  •;«""'  ^  the  funds  at  disposal, 
t^t  of  P*«-«»"  *:^'^  :lXtading  thoughts  in  each 
brevity  has  been  studied,  and  "J^JJ  .^j,  ,„eh  narrow  limits, 
!^^h  could  appear.    I»*"f^^^ri:fet»  some  of  the  speakers, 

fmay  b.ve  ^V^'^  ^."^'^^,X  is  believed  that  the  gene- 
if  so,  the  eno.'  is  unintentional  •J''"*  ted.    But  the  reader 
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Gbahville  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Thursday  Afternoon,  Oci.  3rd,  1867. 

Devotional  Meeting  2J  to  SJ  o'clock,  p.  m.  J.  S.  Maclean,  presiding^. 
Closed  with  the  benediction. 

ORGANIZATION. 

R.  N.  Beckwith  move.l,  and  W.  Roche,  junr.  seconded.  That  J.  S.  Maclean 
and  "W.  B.  McNutt  be  respectively  Chairman  and  Secretary  pro  tern,  whicii 
being  put  by  the  mover  passed  unanimously. 

0.  S.  Maclean  took  the  chair. 

Rev.  E.  M.  Saunders  opened  the  Convention  with  prayer. 

The  Chairman,  as  President  of  the  Halifax  Y.  M.  C.  Association,  stated 
that  at  the  Convention  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United 
States  and  British  Provinces,  held  at  Montreal  in  June  last,  a  pledge  was  for- 
mally recorded  "  That  each  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  would  make 
provision  fur,  and  call  as  soon  as  practicable  a  State  or  Provincial  Convention 
to  promote  the  interests  of  existing  associations  and  stimulate  the  formation 
of  additional  ones."  In  accordance  with  this  resolution  the  Halifax  Young 
Men's  Association  issued  circulars  to  ministers  of  many  of  the  evangelical  de- 
nominations in  this  Province,  explaining  the  obj  !Ct  of  such  Conventions,  ask- 
ing their  co-operation,  and  requesting  them  to  send  one  or  more  of  their  most 
active  young  men,  members  of  the  Church,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  rules  prepared  by  the  committtse  of  Ar- 
rangement, which  being  severally  put  to  the  meeting  were  adopted  without 
amendment. 

RULES. 

1.  The  Officers  of  this  Convention  shall  be  President,  five  Vice  Presidents 
and  two  Secretaries. 

2.  Imnediately  after  the  election  of  the  above  officers,  the  President  shill 
nominate  two  standing  committees,  consisting  each  of  five  members,  one  on 
Business  (including  all  business  of  a  general  nature,)  and  Devotion,  and  ons 
on  Associations. 

8.  All  resolutions  submitted  to  the  Convention  shall  be  in  writii  g,  and  aft«r 
being  _  .oposed  and  seconded  shall  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee,  who 
shall  have  power  to  transmit  or  reject. 
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Mr.  Killor,  of  Truro,  ohairmiin  of  the  Organization  committee,  reported  the 
following  list  of  office  bearers  for  the  approval  of  tlie  meeting : 

Prexident — John  S.  Maclean,  llalifiix.  Vice  Presidents — Hon.  Charles 
Young,  L.L.I).,  Charlottctown,  V.  E.  L ;  W.  N.  Rudolf,  Pictou;  Andrew 
McVey,  St.  John,  N.  B. ;  T.  M.  King,  Antigonishc;  Rev  J.  L.  Reid,  Ayles- 
ford.  Secretaries — W.  B.  McNutt,  Halifax;  Aubrey  Lippincott,  New  Glas- 
gow. 

On  motion  Mr.  James  Killer,  of  Truro,  took  the  cluiir. 

W.  Faulkner  of  Truro  moved,  and  Alux.  James  of  llalilax  sccindcd,  Tliat 
J.  S.  Maclean  be  president  of  this  Convention,  which  passed  unanimously 
and  heartily. 

Whereupon  J.  S,  Maclean  took  the  chair  and  delivered  a  most  eloquent 
and  touching  address,  whicli  was  received  with  marked  feeling  and  deep  so 
lemnity.     The  folJowing  is  a  brief  outline  of  the 


ADDRESS  BY  THK  PRESIDENT. 

He  spoke  of  the  grateful  feelings  with  which  he  accepted  the  high  honour 
conferred  on  him  by  the  Convention  in  calling  him  to  the  chair.  A  more 
learned  and  able  man  might  easily  have  been  chosen,  but  he  would  yield  place 
to  none  in  tlie  deep  ardent  love  he  liad  toward  Young  Men's  Associations,  and 
in  his  earnest  desire  to  render  efficient  the  decisions  to  which  this  meeting 
might  come.  Ho  sketched  the  steps  by  which  the  Halifax  Association  had 
originated  and  perfected  the  present  gathering.  Alluded  to  the  rapid  rise  and 
spread  of  Associations  in  Europe  and  America.  Glanced  at  the  various  as- 
pects of  christian  work  carried  on  under  the  auspices  of  Associations. 
Sketched  the  dingers  whicli  beset  young  men  and  the  benefits  to  he  derived 
from  banding  themselves  together  under  the  banner  of  the  cross.  Reminded 
the  Convention  of  tlie  indispensible  requisites,  earnestness  and  zeal,  and 
above  all,  humble  prayerful  dependance  upon  God  for  an  outpouring  of  His 
Holy  Spirit.  Spoke  of  the  necessity  of  each  one  feeling  a  personal  responsi- 
bility to  the  Great  Master,  and  a  realized  sense  of  the  need  of  more  diligent 
effort.  Pictured  the  struggles  and  the  victories  of  the  christian,  and  remind- 
ed all  of  the  gracious  promise  cf  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  "  To  him  that  over- 
cometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I  also  overcame  and 
am  set  down  witli  my  Fatlier  in  His  throne." 

Concluding  his  remarks  by  reading  with  true  pathos  the  following  beautifu' 
words  of  the  poet. 


"  If  you  cannot  in  the  conflict  prove  yourself  a  warrior  true, 
If,  when  fire  and  gmote  are  thickest,  there'i  no  work  lor  you  to  do — 
When  the  battle-field  is  silent,  you  can  go  with  gentle  tread, 
You  ean  bear  away  the  woundd,  yon  can  cover  up  the  dead. 

If  you  cannot  in  the  harvest  garner  up  the  richest  sheaves, 
Many  a  grain  both  ripe  and  golden,  which  the  careless  reaper  learcp, 
You  can  glean  among  the  briars  growing  rank  against  the  wall,   . 
And  it  may  be  that  the  shadows  bide  the  heaviest  wheat  of  all. 


If  jou  hare  not  gold  andsilrer  ever  ready  at  eominand, 
If  you  cannot  toward  the  needy  roach  an  ever  open  hand. 
You  can  vieit  the  afflicted — o'er  the  erring  you  can  weep, 
You  can  bo  a  truo  disciple  sitting  at  the  Saviour's  feet. 

Do  not  then  stand  idly  waiting  for  some  nobler  work  to  do, 
For  your  Heavenly  Father's  glory,  ever  earnest,  ever  true. 
Go  and  toil  in  any  vineyard — work  in  patience  and  in  prayer, 
If  you  want  a  field  of  labour  you  can  iind  it  anywhere." 


The  President  then  put  the  names  of  the  oilier  officers  to  the  meeting,  and 
the  nominations  of  the  committee  were  unanimously  sustained. 

The  President  then  confirmed  the  appointment  of  the  committees  of  Busi- 
Ress  and  Devotion,  and  on  Associations  and  Credentials,  nominated  by  him 
M  chairman. 

The  committee  on  Credentials  reported  u  list  of  membership,  and  their 
•hairman,  Mr.  James  Farquhar,  called  the  roll.     Report  received. 

A.  H.  Patterson,  of  Tatamagouche,  submitted  the  following 


I 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BUSINESS  AND  DEVOTION. 

1.  That  the  hours  of  business  be  as  follows,  morning  session  9A  to  12^ 
e'clock ;  afternoon  session,  2^  to  5^  o'clock ;  evening  session,  7^  o'clock  till 
pleasure. 

2.  That  the  Convention  attend  the  welcome  meeting  at  St.  Matthew '8 
Church  thif  evening  at  half-past  seven. 

3.  That  at  the  morning  session  there  shall  be  one  half  hour's  devotional 
exercises. 

4.  That  all  the  meetings  shall  be  opened  with  prayer  and  seasoned  with 
praise ;  concluding  exercises  left  optional  witli  chairman. 

5.  Subjects  for  discussion  have  been  set  down  to  the  several  sessions  as 
follows  : — 

Friday  Morning.— On  christian  work  in  the  different  sections  of  the  Pro- 
vinces, with  a  view  to  engaging  the  energies  of  young  men  and  promoting  the 
interests  of  vital  religion  among  them.  Short  essay  by  W.  Roche,  junr.,  to 
be  followed  by  discussion. 

Friday  Afternoon. — How  best  to  obtain  decision  in  religion  among  young 
men,  especially  with  reference  to  union  with  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  active 
co-operation  in  christian  work.  Essay  by  Rev.  E.  M.  Saunders  and  discussion. 

Friday  Evening. — A  short  address  to  young  men  by  Rev.  F.  Pryor,  on 
decision  in  religion.  An  address  by  Mr.  Montgomery  on  the  British  Ameri- 
«an  Book  and  Tract  Society. 

Saturday  Morning. — How  to  adopt  measures  to  introduce  Y.  M.  C.  Asso- 
siations  in  towns  and  villages  where  they  do  not  exist,  an.l  the  establishment 
•f  some  practical  system  of  communication  between  Associations.  Essay  by 
Rev.  John  Forrest  and  discussion. 

Saturday  Afternoon. — Association  Bible  Classes  and  how  to  conduct  them. 
Essay  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ross  and  discussion. 

Saturday  Evening. — Unfinished  business  and  devotional  exercises.  If  time 
permit,  a  discussion  on  the  parab'  .j  of  the  prodigal  son,  with  three  minute 
speeches. 

Also  as  opportunity  is  afforded  the  following  subjects  for  discussion  :  The 
best  way  to  read  the  Bible.  Prayer  Meetings  and  how  to  conduct  them. 
The  unity  of  Christ's  Body. 
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Moved  by  W.  Roche,  jr.,  of  Halifax,  and  seconded  by  B.  H.  Eaton,  of 
Ualifa.T.,  that  the  above  report  be  adopted,  which  was  agreed  to  with  unani- 
mity. After  singing  and  prayer  the  meeting  closed  with  the  doxology  and 
benediction. 


MEETING  OF  WELCOME,  IN  ST.  MATTHEW'S  CHURCH. 

Thursday  Evkming,  Oct.  3rd. 
J.  B.  Morrow,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 

The  following  gentlemen  occupied  the  platform : — Rev,  George  W.  Hill, 
Rev.  Mr.  Balcom,  S.  L.  Shannon,  Esq.,  Rev.  G.  M.  Grant,  Rev.  P.  G.  Mc- 
Gregor, P.  Lynch,  Esq.,  N.  Rudolf,  Esq.,  P.  C.  Uill,  Esq.,  Rev.  E.  Annand. 

The  front  pews  were  reserved  for  the  Delegates,  of  whom  about  250  were 
present. 

Punctually  at  the  hour  the  chairman  gave  out  the  opening  '.lymn,  which  was 
sung  with  much  sweetness  and  power, — the  four  parts  being  rendered  in  bea- 
tiful  harmony.     About  1200  persons  were  present. 

Rev.  E.  M.  Saunders  read  a  portion  of  the  15th  chapter  of  St.  John's  Gos- 
pel, and  offered  prayer. 

J.  B.  Morrow  said  that  cliairmcn's  speeches  were  like  prefaces  to  books, 
borne  with  when  short,  but  co  nsidered  tedious  and  unnecessary  when  long- 
He  welcomed  the  Delegates  as  chairman  of  the  meeting,  and  gave  out  the 
Anthem,  which  was  beautifully  sendered  by  the  choir. 

Rev.  G.  M.  Grant  now  addressed  the  meeting.  He  expressed  the  object  of 
his  speech :  Words  of  Welcome.  He  supposed  he  was  chosen  because  he 
was  a  young  man.  He  felt  warranted  in  extending  a  welcome  to  our  homes 
and  hearts,  and  to  our  communion,  for  it  happens  that  on  the  next  Sabbath 
we  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper,  and.  any  of  the  Delegates  will  be  welcome. 
An  association  of  young  men  is  a  developement  of  sympathy  flowing  from  the 
Christian  heart.  Their  key-note  is  love.  They  have  no  special  work,  but 
their  vitality  is  indestructible,  although  they  may  have  many  ups  and  downs. 
Some  young  men  are  against  us ;  do  they  live  a  solitary  life  ?  Do  they  take 
their  drinks  alone  ?  Docs  not  the  man  of  the  world  claim  that  company  is 
more  than  half  the  pleasure  of  life  ?  Like  draws  to  like.  Should  young  men 
be  Christian  ?— ^and  if  so,  then  they  should  associate  together.  I  long  to  sec 
saints,  and  pray  God  that  all  the  young  men  I  know  may  be  such.  Avoid 
strong  feelings  of  denominational  prejudice.  Christ  does  not  deny  right  plea- 
sures. »Let  us  seek  to  be  in  unison  with  God,  and  from  that  relationship  will 
flow  right  doing.  Every  age  has  its  work ;  and  while  work  has  its  claims, 
God  denies  none  of  the  true  and  right  pleasures  of  life.  Is  half  of  our  life  to 
be  wasted?  And  if  half  is  wasted,  wliat  is  to  become  of  the  last  half?  Alas ! 
I  fear  for  it.  We  have  but  one  life;  shall  we  waste  it?  Does  the  captain 
waste  his  fair  winds  when  he  seeks  to  make  a  quick  passage  ?    Give  your 


whole  energies  to  the  building  up  of  a  right  life.  It  is  the  phip  that  outrides 
the  gale  that  deserves  praise.  Let  not  them  boast  who  put  on  their  armor. 
The  Church  springs  from  the  people,  and  we  need  the  best  energies  of  youth. 
Members  of  clmrches  should  be  more  faithful  to  their  duty,  and  the  young 
would  bo  more  deeply  impressed  by  the  light  of  ihe  true  christian  life.  Let 
us  be  one  in  Clirist. 
The  choir  sang  the  second  anthem. 

S.  L.  Shannon,  Esq.,  offered  an  address  of  Welcome  on  behalf  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  Halifax.     Oar  Ass    -iation  started  about  14 
years  ago,  and  it  is  prospering  now.     This  is  the  tlrst  convention  that  has 
been  held.    In  the  United  States  and  Canada  these  meetings  are  common, 
and  always  result  in  good.     At  Montreal  a  most  interesting  meeting  was  held 
this  year.    We  cannot,  however,  offer  such  incidents  as  came  before  that 
meeting.     We  aro  pilgrims  looking  forward  to  a  better  land,  and  as  Mosc ' 
besought  Hobab  to  go  with  him,  so  we  urge  our  young  men  to  come  with  us 
and  we  will  do  them  good.    The  Church  needs  all  the  aid  she  can  secure, 
and  lay  agency  has  proved  itself  an  active  helper  to  the  pastors  of  clmrches. 
Rev.  John  Sprott  had  written  a  letter  to  him  ab<mt  this  convention,  and  sent 
liis  blessing  to  young  men,  alluding  to  the  great  amount  of  work  they  can 
overtake.    Infidel  principles  are  claiming  some  of  our  citizens.    We  want  a 
band  of  young  men  to  combat  this  and  kindred  evils.     There  is  another  evil 
that  we  need  to  consider — that  is  the  desire  of  tlu'  world  for  war.    If  young 
men  set  their  faces  against  it,  and  they  are  the  chief  sufferers  by  war,  public 
opinion  would  in  time  put  an  end  to  that  great  evil.    Let  us  work  and  be 
faithful  to  Him  who  has  given  Himself  for  us. 
The  hymn  "  Sliall  we  gather  at  the  river?"  was  now  sung. 
The  chairman  then  called  upon  Rev.  G.  W.  Hill,  who  delivered  an  address 
on    Christian  Work.     Our  brief  outline  does  sc'  it  justice  ta  any  of  the 
speeches,  wliich  were  all  listened  to  with  the  most  marked  attention. 

He  alluded,  in  opening,  to  God's  first  work  —  the  creation  of  the  universe. 
The  earth  was  first  in  chaos,  and  by  successive  steps  was  brought  to  perfec- 
tion.   And  Ire*  of  all  man  was  placed  upon  the  stage,  made  in  the  image  of 
God.     Cur  souls  live  on  for  ever,  and  work  is  the  lav  of  life.     Ho  that  does 
■;ot  '•"'orli  as  God  wishes  is  a  rebel.     Some  work  for  him  as  his  sons,  but  others 
are  working  for  via  devil.    Even  tlie  idle  are  in  a  sense  busy.     But  who  are 
v«  working  oi.  ?    Wlien  Christ  was  on  earth  his  life  was  work.    The  whole 
It  v'i  was  m\'  ii     by  his  footsteps  as  he  sought  out  the  suffering  and  the  lost. 
J  "  i.  e  wr  ':,  'oi  Him  we  are  styled  Cliristians,  for  Christian  work  is  all  that  a 
Ohrib^ian  does.     Whether  we  eat  or  drink,  as  St.  Paul  says,  tnay  be  done  to 
the  glot  J  of  God.    Christian  work  can  be  expended  on  different  objects.    The 
world  is  full  of  work,  and  there  is  enough  for  all  to  do.     Subdivision  is  the 
siacret  of  perfect  workmanship      So  in  the  church  we  should  divide  the  labor 
and  make  every  man  useful.     Some  Christian  work  has  been  done  in  this 
city,  to  which  I  will  now  advert.     Tliis  convention  is  itself  a  result  of  Christian 
work,  and  the  offspring  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association.    This  institution  has  va- 
luable privileges  open  to  yonng  men.     The  clerk  from  the  country  seeks 
company.    Where  is  he  to  find  it?    He  cannot  all  the  time  read  his  bible  in 
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his  cold  bedroom.  But  let  him  have  some  of  the  cheerfulness  of  home  about 
his  life.  Let  him  have  access  to  books  and  the  companionship  of  friends. 
There  is  plenty  of  work  for  young  men  to  do,  and  it  is  a  part  of  their  duty  to 
add  to  the  comlDrts  of  their  neighbor  by  acts  of  brotherly  kindness.  Young 
men  have  to  fight  for  Christ,  and  tliis  is  a  noble  warfare.  You  can  bring  them 
where  Christ  is  served,  and  there  is  hope  that  you  will  be  often  successful  in 
making  tliem  his  servants.  And  Christian  young  men  find  work  in  the  visit- 
ing of  tlie  poor,  and  the  Bible  Society  has  a  claim  on  them.  The  industrial 
school  for  boys  and  another  for  girls  are  spheres  for  Christian  work.  There 
is  also  the  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  where  35  are  being  educated. 

Then  there  are  the  poors'  asylum  and  the  prison,  which  are  fields  of  labor, 
some  of  it  hard  to  do ;  but  let  us  ask  God,  what  wilt  Thou  have  us  to  do  ? 
Faith  without  works  is  dead;  prayers  prepare  for  work.  The  Christian  is 
Christ's,  and  he  must  work.  There  is  one  faith  revealed  in  tlie  Bible,  and  lie 
who  holds  that  is  our  brother.  But  God's  trees  must  bear  fruit.  Work  for 
your  lives.  Be  strong  and  acquit  yourselves  like  men,  and  you  will  be  ac- 
cepted, according  to  tlie  talents  entrusted  to  you,  Let  every  man  do  the  work 
that  lies  nearest  him.  Do  God's  will,  and  you  shall  know  the  doctrine.  Work 
out  of  love  to  Christ,  and,  as  ycu  work,  pray.  Be  kind  and  loving,  and  ever 
busy.     Spend  and  be  spent  for  Christ. 

Rev.  Mr.  Balcom,  of  Hantsport,  responded  on  behalf  of  the  Convention^ 
thanking  the  Association  for  the  hearty  welcome  extended  to  tlie  delegates. 
Christians  are  one  in  Christ.  The  singing  of  that  last  hymn  reminded  him  of 
the  description  of  the  united  singing  in  heaven.  Piom  all  countries,  and 
climes,  and  denominations,  will  the  eternal  song  ascend.  This  convention 
will  aid  to  draw  Christians  together  in  love.  liOt  us  fulfil  the  parting  words 
of  Christ,  to  love  one  another,  and  prayer  and  work  will  not  be  in  vain. 

Norman  liudolf,  Esq.,  of  Pictou,  returned  thanks  for  the  laymen  of  the 
Convention.  The  reception  accorded  them  was  so  warm  that  if  one  of  the 
early  Cliristians  were  present,  he  would  say,  "  Behold  how  these  Christians 
love  one  ■another !"  Great  benefits  result  from  "young  men's  associations;" 
and  the  speaker  urged  upon  young  men  tlie  necessity  of  making  choice  of 
Clirist,  and  on  going  home  resolve  I  to  work  for  him. 

Mr.  Walsh,  of  St.  John,  N.  B.,  returned  tiianks  on  behalf  of  the  delegates 
from  that  Province,  and  those  representing  Associations.  He  hoped  that  a 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  might  soon  be  revived  in  St.  John.  It 
had  lived  for  a  time,  but  was  now  extinct.  Love  is  the  great  motive  power  in 
christian  work.  Let  us  therefore  endeavor  to  help  one  another,  and  not  be 
dfraid  to  speak  a  word  for  Clirist. 

The  meeting  closed  at  10  o'clock,  the  church  being  crowd  d  to  overflowing, 
and  all  retiring  much  pleased  with  the  e-xercises. 
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Referred  to  tract  distribution  to  all  vessels  in  harbor.  Police  Station,  etc., 
and  visits  to  penitentiary ;  also  the  activity  of  members  in  society  for  improv- 
ing poor. 

2nd.  What  might  be  done  for  Jesus. — Have  a  population  of  30,000 — three 
thousand  young  men,  citizens,  acquaintances,  friends,  immortal  souls  I  That 
is  the  field.  Twf>  hundred  and  eighty  members  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  laborers ;  but 
some  take  no  interest  in  the  work.  Want  all  to  be  faithful  laborers,  to  make 
sacrifices  for  Christ's  sake.  God  will  make  perfect  workmen  if  you  have 
desire.  Would  that  Convention  would  decide  wavering,  stir  up  sluggards,  and 
fill  prayer  meetings  with  anxious  inquirers !  Christ's  cause  languishing 
because  some  cannot  make  it  convenient  to  be  altogether  Christians ! 

Every  Christian  young  ma,  can  be  an  Apostle  of  Lord  Jesus. — Let  two  or 
three  select  a  street,  and  hold  what  is  called  a  cottage  meeting.  The  mode 
of  effecting  it  was  here  explained.  To  ask  leave  to  hold  a  prayer  meeting  in 
a  selected  house,  acquaint  and  invite  neighbors,  sing  a  simple  hymn  or  two, 
pray,  road  and  explain  a  portion  of  the  Word,  and  it  is  done.  The  plan  has 
succeeded  in  a  tliousand  places ;  the  young  men  of  the  cities  of  this  Continent 
are  doing  it  to-day.  Are  we  afraid  ?  It  would  succeed  if  our  young  men 
were  to  attenii)t  it  persistently,  and  not  to  be  disconcerted  by  opposition  or 
indifference  at  outset.  What  would  have  been  thought  of  Paul  of  Tarsus  if 
he  had  slirunk  from  preaching  the  Gospel  after  he  had  been  carried  up  the 
Castle  stairs  at  Jerusalem  to  escape  tlie  rage  of  those  fanatics?  Would  we 
think  him  worthy  of  a  heavenly  crown  if  he  had  tliought  the  struggle  too  hard 
for  him  after  ho  was  stoned  at  Lystra,  and  if  he  had  gone  back  to  his  tent- 
making?    There  is  no  lower  standard  of  Christian  effort  in  our  day  ! 

Wislied  to  know  if  members  of  Y.  M.  A.  would  undertake  the  work  of  open 
air  preaching,  wliich  ministers  were  unable  from  engagements  to  perform. 
Our  Saviour  warns  us  not  to  be  ashamed  of  Him.  Perishing  souls  call  to 
open  to  them  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  !  Must  carry  message  of  eternal  life  to 
Prisons,  Poor  Houses,  alleys  and  yards,  where  poverty  and  misery  hide  from 
the  eye  of  day.  But,  above  all,  amongst  companions  and  friends,  we  must  be 
faithful  and  urgent  in  persuading  to  seek  pardon  and  peace  in  Christ  Jesus. 
We  must  have  consecration  of  heart  to  Jesus,  that  this  may  be  congenial ;  and 
how  to  win  souls  should  engage  daily  thought  and  anxiety.  An  awakened 
interest  in  Associations  required.  The  world  is  now  searching  after  reality ; 
religion  has  l)een  timidly  professed ;  now  is  the  time  for  boldness  in  transact- 
ing our  Father's  business.  The  fabled  lives  of  heroes  and  warriors  i,  '  the 
master  states  of  antiquity  gave  no  impulse  to  the  sublime  in  life,  but  the 
examples  of  the  carpenter  of  Nazareth,  the  tent-maker  of  Tarsus,  and  the 
fishermen  ot  Galilee,  thrill  all  noble  hearts  to  holy  imitation.  Will  the  stu- 
dent of  history,  in  centuries  to  come,  turn  to  the  page  recording  the  triumphs 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  cross  in  our  day,  and  consecrate  themselves  to  God  in 
emulation  of  the  men  of  New  Brunswick,  P.  E.  Island,  and  Nova  Scotia? 
Are  we  leaving  " our  footprints  in  the  sands  of  time"  pointing  to  Heaven? 
Will  our  firnmoss  and  boldness  actuate  generations  to  come  to  extend  the 
kingdom,  subdue  nations,  and  tenant  the  mansions  of  the  King  Eternal?  We 
can  do  this,  or  linger  along  the  road,  to  be  cast  out  as  a  withered  abominable 
branch,  &o.  Go  home  and  disregard  manifest  duty,  if  you  dare.  Vow  to-day 
to  be  an  instrument  in  the  hand  of  God.  We  are  approaching  the  last  quarter 
of  the  ninetoenth  century.  If  we  take  a  bold  stand,  it  will  give  tendency  to. 
the  ideals  and  pursuits  of  the  next  age.  We  stand  between  eighteen  centuries 
of  past  triumphs  of  the  cross,  and  the  glorious  future.  As  far  as  the  sun 
travels  in  its  day's  march  the  religion  of  Christ  has  penetrated — the  workers 
are  looking  for  successors.  We  are  pron.ised  that  all  shall  be  taught  of  God. 
The  agency  employed  young  men  fervent  in  the  spirit  of  the  living  God. 

The  t!roator  cursed  the  earth  for  man's  sake.  The  time  is  coming  when 
our  redeemed  earth,  with  its  teeming  millions  of  sanctified  ones,  will  be  a 
glittering  jewel  in  the  galaxy  of  the  universe,  and  will  choir  its  harmony  to  the 

universal  hymn : 

Glory  to  Him  who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come. 
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Mr.  Layton,  of  Londonderry,  reported  that  they  had  no  Association,  but 
needed  one  in  that  quarter.  The  young  men  did  not  take  that  interest  in 
religion  they  should,  and  he  hoped  that  if  an  Association  could  be  organized 
it  would  result  in  good. 

Mr.  Smitli,  of  Kentville,  reported  that  while  there  was  abundant  room  for 
improvement,  ihe  village  scarcely  deserved  the  nickname  sometimes  given  it 
of  "  the  devil's  half  acre."  We  have  u  temperance  society,  and  we  have  God 
fearing  men  and  women  amongst  us ;  there  are  a  few  Christian  young  men 
there,  but  tlie  majority  of  them  do  not  fear  God.  There  is  plenty  of  room  for 
the  growth  of  the  gospel. 

Mr.  Patterson,  of  Tatamagouche,  regretted  that  the  Young  Men's  Cliristian 
Association  in  that  village  liad  expired,  but  though  dead,  its  fruits  are  still 
visible.  Tract  distributors  had  been  formerly  sent  out,  and  Sabbath  Scliools 
had  been  organized  which  are  yet  in  operation,  to  show  the  need  of  which  he 
would  mention  that  on  one  occasion  a  lad  had  expressed  his  entire  ignorance 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Rev.  Dr.  Tupper,  of  Aylesford,  Tliore  are  a  large  number  of  persons  in  the 
church  of  which  I  am  pastor ;  I  have  six  preaching  places,  and  other  labors 
besides.  There  are  many  favorable  signs  of  Christian  life  in  charity  and  good 
works.  When  I  received  the  circular  from  this  Association,  I  could  not  find 
any  one  of  sufficient  zeal  to  come,  so  I  came  mj'^self.  We  have  several  tem- 
perance societies  on  the  total  abstinence  principle,  and  a  Lodge  of  Good 
Templars.  We  are  particularly  concerned  at  this  time  in  stimulating  young 
men  to  work  for  Christ,  and  the  young  women  ought  to  be  engaged  in  the 
same  cause.  Let  tlierc  be  increased  personal  effort,  talk  to  them  and  trj'  to 
lead  them  to  Christ. 

Mr.  Walsh,  of  St.  John,  N.  B. — We  had  an  Association  in  our  city,  but-  it 
has  ceased  to  exist.  A  Sunday  School  Teachers  Association  has  been  formed 
which  has  been  productive  of  much  good.  When  wo  return  to  St.  John  we 
will  endeavor  to  give  a  rejHjrt  of  this  convention,  and  go  to  work  to  build  up 
our  Association  again.  Let  us  not  confine  our  friendship  for  young  men  to 
meeting  with  them  at  churches,  or  in  prayer  meetings,  let  us  take  an  interest 
in  them  every  day  of  the  week ;  let  us  open  our  doors  to  them ;  introduce 
them  to  our  homes,  and  help  them  into  situations ;  look  into  tlieir  spiritual 
condition,  and  endeavor  to  lead  them  into  tlie  way  of  trnth.  One  reason  that 
we  are  not  successful  in  bringing  young  men  to  Christ  is  that  we  are  not  as 
earnest  as  we  ought  to  be.  Just  in  proportion  as  we  engage  in  prayer,  so 
will  we  succeed ;  let  us  take  Daniel  fbv  our  example,  who  amid  all  his  difficulties 
prayed  ihree  times  a  day.  i  enjoy  the  privilege  of  meeting  with  you,  and 
hope  to  be  instrumental  ia  advancing  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer. 

Mr.  Stromburg,  of  Cape  John — An  Association  haa-  existed  at  Cape  John 
since  1858 ;  average  attendance,  5 ;  good  had  resulted.  Two  Sabbath  Schools 
and  a  Mutual  Improvement  Society  had  been  organized;  also,  a  monthly 
prayer  meeting. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  West  River,  looked  to  the  meeting  as  a  great  light.  He  was 
thankful  to  God  for  the  convention,  and  ha  felt  that  work  would  be  the  fruit. 
Delegp.tes  should  aeek  by  every  method  to  advance  the  cause  of  Christ^ 
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liave  been  referred  tc,  but  nothliig  comparatively  has  been  done  for  them. 
We  ought  to  be  willing  to  do  a  great  deal  for  those  men.  who  have  endurecl 
so  many  hardships.  Where  do  they  go  on  Sucday  ?  We  cannot  get  them  to 
attend  our  churches ;  they  will  not  come  to  us,  we  must  go  to  thera.  We  are 
told  that  they  have  homes  to  go  to,  but  what  kind  of  homes  are  they  ? 

Rev.  Mr.  Falconer,  of  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.,  said  an  Association  exists  in 
Charlottetown,  in  connection  with  which  there  is  maintained  a  Prayer  Meet- 
ing in  which  Christians  of  all  denominations  tak-j  p^Tt,  and  a  course  of  lec- 
tures, during  the  winter  season;  but  he  regrets  that  it  is  not  so  vigorous  as 
is  desirable. 

On  motion  it  was  decided  to  adjouvn  the  afternoon  session  at  4^  o'clock,  to 
^ive  the  Convention  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  Protestant  Industrial  School. 

Meeting  closed  with  benediction. 


FRIDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

President  took  the  chair  at  2^  o'clock. 

Opened  vrith  singing  and  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr,  Annand.  Minutes  of  morning 
session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  chairman  of  Business  committee  reported,  recommending,  That  the  re« 
porting  by  delegates  not  yet  heard  from  be  resumed  at  the  discretion  of  the 
chairman  presiding ;  that  on  any  subject  introduced  a  second  time  the  speakers 
be  limited  to  three  minutes  each.    Adopted. 

Rev.  E.  M.  Saunders  introduced  the  subject  for  the  session,  '« How  best  to 
obtain  decision  in  religion  among  young  men,  especially  with  reference  to 
union  with  the  church  of  Christ,  and  active  co-operation  in  christian  work.'' 
He  explained  "  decision"  to  mean  the  laying  aside  all  hesitation.  Mentioned 
some  of  the  inducements  offered  to  young  men  to  unite  with  the  church.  1st, 
Its  divine  origin ;  Christ  being  the  chief  corner-stone  of  the  great  christian 
edifice ;  2nd,  Its  peculiar  and  eventful  history.  As  the  traveller  who  has 
passed  through  remarkable  perils  and  adventures  is  an  object  of  special  admi- 
ration, so  ought  the  Church  to  be.  3rd,  Its  purity  and  zeal.  The  young  men 
who  associate  with  members  of  the  christian  communion  ought  to  find  the  dif- 
ference between  them  and  those  who  are  outside  the  pale  of  the  church. 
When  all  its  institutions  are  properly  appreciated  and  taken  advantage  of  it 
vill  have  its  due  influence.  He  defined  the  class  of  young  men  mentioned  in 
the  subject  of  his  address  as  those  who  appear  from  their  outward  conduct  to 
have  turned  their  attention  to  some  extent  to  the  concerns  of  Religion.  He 
referred  to  Dr.  Carey,  who  commenced  life  as  a  cobbler,  but  in  spite  of  the 
apparently  insurmountable  difficulties  which  lay  in  his  path,  as  well  as  the 
Queers  of  many  of  his  cotemporaries,  became  *an  eminent  and  successful  mis- 
sionary.   The  christian  knows  not  what  he  has  to  undergo,  but  the  decision 
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Mr.  Vaughan,  ofCharlottetown,  gave  ac  instance  in  his  own  experience, 
showing  the  wonderful  effect  of  a  "  word  in  season."  He  sugpcsted  that, 
when  clergymen  have  five  or  six  young  men  in  their  congregations,  they 
endeavor  to  form  an  Association,  and  their  influence  will  soon  bt  felt. 

Mr.  Black,  of  Clifton — I  have  only  a  word  or  two  to  say.  Whtn  we  look 
around  us  we  see  there  is  need  for  effort.  Are  wo  to  have  something  new,  or 
arc  we  to  go  on  in  the  same  way?  Cannot  see  that  they  have  8ugges;ed  any- 
thing new,  but  have  rather  gone  over  the  old  ground.  In  the  first  place,  wo 
should  have  kind  Christian  intercourse  with  the  young  as  much  as  possible. 
In  the  past  we  have  neglected  this  too  ..luch.  We  can  speak  to  them  o' 
politics  or  anything  else  with  much  more  freedom  than  we  can  of  their  souls. 
We  should  turn  their  attention  to  religion  as  much  as  possible. 

Mr.  MacVey,  of  St.  John— Tiiere  are  no  new  tools  required  in  this  work. 
Onr  object  will  not  be  accomplished  by  the  propounding  of  any  new  scheme ; 
let  every  man  seek  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-men,  let  us  go  on  in  the  bond  of 
love  and  peace,  and  there  will  be  no  trouble. 

Mr.  Roche,  of  Halifax— If  we  conld  get  a  glimpse  of  heaven  we  would  find 
suggestions  there.  Verj  many  young  men  have  convictions  of  sin,  and  noth- 
ing more;  they  are  looking  for  the  older  men  to  extend  to  them  the 
sympathizing  hand. 

Rev.  Mr.  MacBean  moved,  and  Rev.  G.  W.  Hill  seconded,  a  resolution 
referring  to  Tract  Distribution  and  Colportage,  which  was  handed  over  to  the 
Business  Committee. 

Mr.  Heard,  of  Charlotietown,  presented  a  report  of  the  Association  Com- 
mittee, which  was  received  'md  laid  on  the  table. 

Closed  with  the  Doxology  and  Benediction. 


FRIDAY  EVENING  SESSION. 

President  took  the  chair  at  7^  p.  m.  Singing  and  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cum- 
mings.    Minutes  of  Afternoon  Session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  President  then  called  upon  the  Rev.  W.  Ferdinand  Pryor,  who 
addressed  tht  Convention  in  substance  as  follows  : 

Dear  Brethren  and  Christian  Friends:    I  cheerfully  come   forward  to 

address  a  few  words  to  you  on  the  great  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.    The 

^  subject  has  beeu  considerably  discussed  already,  but  from  its  very  great 

j  importance  to  young  Christians,  I  will  bring  it  to  your  notice  once  more.  You 

must  take  Christ  as  your  Saviour.    The  great  difficulty  which  hinders  so 

I  many  is  that  they  do  not  cling  to  Christ  ex>.-U8ively.    If  we  are  to  be  saved, 

lit  can  only  be  through  the  mediation  of  Chrict.    We  must  be  willing  to  forsake 

[all  sin.    We  must  not  be  like  those  of  whom  God  has  said,  "  This  people 

[draweth  nigh  unto  me  "vith  their  lips,  but  their  heart  is  far  from  me,"    The 

jospel  requires  the  whule  heart.    We  cannot  deceive  God.     Crime  will  still 

!)e  crimi,  even  though  we  call  it  by  the  name  of  honesty.    Let  us  look  at  sia 

In  the  light  of  the  cross ;  little  sina  soon  grow  to  be  large  ones.    Let  every  man 

De  fully  persuaded  i»  his  own  mind.    We  might  dwell  on  the  necessity  of 

kuch  decision  did  time  permit.    No  actual  good  can  be  done  if  you  are  not  a- 
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Mr.  J.  B.  Morrow,  of  Ilalifux,  said  he  had  a  fuw  practical  remarks  to  make 
upon  this  subject.  At  a  very  early  age  ho  was  led  to  give  his  heart  to  Christ, 
and  for  some  time  walked  in  the  lisrht  of  God's  countenance.  As  he  advanced 
in  years,  tiie  time  came  for  him  to  enter  upon  the  more  active  duties  of  life ; 
before  long  he  fell  into  temptation,  wandered  from  Christ,  and  forsook  the 
ordinances  of  God's  house.  At  this  crisis  in  his  history,  a  young  man  now  in 
the  Convention  very  kindly  put  into  his  hand  a  tract  entitled,  *'  Ho  never 
took  stock."  Nothing  could  have  been  more  appropriate  to  his  circumstances, 
and  by  the  blessing  of  God,  upon  the  perusal  of  that  tract,  he  was  led  to  con- 
sider his  ways  and  return  to  Christ.  He  t>iought  it  right  on  tlie  present 
occasion  to  mention  this  incident  in  his  history  for  the  encouragement  of  any 
who  might  engage  in  the  work  of  Tract  distribution.  It  had  afforded  him  very 
great  pleasure  to  have  put  into  his  hands  at  the  great  Expobition  in  Paris  two 
tracts,  and  also  to  have  seen  on  different  occasions  in  London  young  men 
engaged  in  the  good  work  of  disseminating  religious  truth,  and  he  hoped  that 
as  one  result  of  this  Convention,  some  might  be  moved  to  engage  in  this 
department  of  the  work  of  God. 

The  following  resolution  reported  from  the  Business  committee  was  then 
adopted :  Resolved,  that  believing  as  we  do  in  the  great  importance  of  the 
distribution  of  Religious  Tracts  and  Books,  accompanied  with  personal  and 
prayerful  effort  for  souls ;  this  convention  does  therefore  earnestly  recom- 
mend this  work  to  the  attention  of  tlie  community. 

The  President  then  introduced  the  subject :  How  best  to  conduct  Praye^ 
Meetings. 

Rev.  G.  M.  Grant  said  the  subject  referred  to  is  congregational  prayer 
meetings.  They  are  too  generally  characterizod  by  a  spirit  of  coldness. 
Chrtstians  admit  that  they  ought  to  be  supported,  but  fail  to  attend  themselves* 
Suppose  I  said  to  them  Prayer  is  of  no  use,  I  would  be  hissed  down ;  but  they 
let  week  after  week  go  by,  without  their  making  their  appearance.  The  fact 
is  there  is  not  enough  of  the  women,  and  not  one  fortieth  part  of  the  men 
attend  who  should  do  so.  The  reason  why  prayer  meetings  have  not  suc- 
ceeded is  that  there  is  too  much  cold  formality,  and  men  who  undertake  to 
pray  and  speak  weary  people  out.  Let  us  have  short  prayers  and  speeches, 
and  we  will  get  a  great  deal  of  the  pith  and  a  number  of  ideas  at  the  same 
time.  By  the  stringent  rules  which  are  enforced  here  by  the  President, 
we  get  a  variety  of  ideas,  and  have  not  a  feeling  of  weariness.  Do  you  think 
80  little  of  God  that  you  will  not  give  an  hour  in  the  week  to  his  service? 
Some  who  are  hard  at  work  all  day  come  to  the  meeting  at  night,  while  others 
who  could  come  just  as  well  as  not  do  not  do  so. 
f  Mr.  Horton,  of  Halifax:  In  8th  Romans  we  read,  "The  Spirit  maketh 
1  intercession  for  us  with  grdanings  which  cannot  be  uttered."  I  think  \fwe 
I  are  in  t  he  spirit  of  prayer  we  will  pray  aright ;  at  the  same  time  I  do  not 
think  we  can  lay  down  infallible  rules. 

Dr.  Avery,  of  Halifax,  remarked  that  he  thought  the  mode  of  speaking  was 

;<as  well  worthy  of  attention  as  the  thoughts  uttered.    He  had  listened  at  times 

public  prayer  when  it  was  not  possible  to  catch  a  word  the  speaker  said, 

ntil  a  considerable  part  of  the  service  was  over.    It  was  impossible  for  the 

istener  to  join  in  the  petitions  presented  if  he  could  r  it  hear  what  these  were. 
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minister  who,  when  there  were  but  a  few  present,  made  an  effort  to  make  him- 
self more  interesting.  Ministers  should  inculcate  brevity,  and  set  the 
example,  and,  instead  of  scolding  the  absent  in  public,  visit  them  in  private* 

Kev.  Charles  Grant,  of  Halifax  :  I  wish  to  listen  as  a  learner.  I  can  assure 
those  of  my  congregation  that  in  future  they  will  not  be  troubled  with  long 
remarlcs  from  me.  I  see  the  necessity  of  laymen  taking  their  part,  so  that 
each  one  may  express  his  wants.  People  seem  to  imagine  it  is  only  those 
who  have  taken  an  open  stand  on  the  Lord's  side  who  should  go  to  a  prayer 
meeting.    I  think  that  those  who  are  struggling  fur  a  new  life  should  attend. 

Mr.  GriersoD,  Superintendent  of  Industrial  School :  We  should  have  some- 
thing to  ask  for.  If  I  was  to  ask  for  everything,  God  would  know  that  I  did 
not  want  anything.  I  knew  a  man  who  killed  a  prayer  meeting.  In  his 
prayers  lie  regularly  commenced  with  the  fall  of  man,  dived  into  the  flood, 
anticipated  tlie  restoration  of  the  Jews,  touched  upon  the  resurrection,  and 
wound  up  with  the  day  of  judgment. 

The  President  remarked  that  at  the  Montreal  Convention  the  chairman  often 
called  for  two  minutes  silent  prayer,  thus  throwing  individual  responsibility 
on  each  one,  and  was  found  to  have  a  good  efTect.  There  were  two  minutes 
prayer  and  two  minutes  singing.  When  one  person's  two  minutes  were  up, 
the  bell  was  rung,  and  unotiier  went  on  without  hesitation. 

Scv.  Mr.  Hill,  of  Halifax :  This  is  a  subject  which  will  bear  a  great  deal  of 
comment.  The  great  difficulty  is  to  get  people  to  pray  at  all  in  public ;  there 
is  a  want  of  moral  courage.  They  should  remember  that  it  is  said  that  where 
two  or  three  agree  as  touching  any  one  thing,  it  will  be  granted  unto  them. 

Doxology  and  Benediction  by  Rev.  W.  F.  Pryor. 


SATUUDAY  MORNING,  OCTOBER  5th. 

Session  commenced  at  9^  o'clock. 

Devotional  meeting  of  half  an  hour,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Heard,  of  Char- 
lottetown,  P.  E.  I. 

President  said  that  he  felt  somewhat  depressed  the  night  previous,  in  con- 
sequence of  so  many  going  away,  and  thought  that  the  convention  had  not 
done  what  it  ought  to  have  done.  He  felt  encouraged  at  seeing  such  a  num- 
ber present  this  morning,  and  thought  something  wonld  be  done  for  the  glory 
of  God.  He  felt  as  though  he  had  taken  a  stand  for  Christ  now,  which  he 
had  never  taken  before.  He  felt  it  a  cross  to  take  the  chair,  but  would  en- 
deavor to  do  his  duty.  We  should  go  hand  in  hand  with  tlie  temperance  so- 
cieties, raise  young  men  up  to  a  knowledge  of  Christ.  Minutes  of  last  ses- 
sion read  and  passed. 
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An  essay  on  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  was  then  read  by  Rev.  John  Forrest. 

The  children  of  this  world  are  in  their  own  generation  wiser  than  the  children 
children  of  light.  The  eagerness  with  which  men  of  business  pursue  the  at- 
tainment of  riches,  is  a  reproof  to  christians  for  their  lethargy  in  the  cause  of 
Christ.  The  energy  which  nations  display  in  filling  up  the  ranks  of  their 
armies  in  a  time  of  war,  is  worthy  of  our  imitation.  They  use  old  men  for 
counsel  and  young  men  for  war.  The  army  of  the  Lord  is  deprived  of  zeal, 
we  want  the  warring  spirit  of  youth,  the  church  acts  too  much  on  the  defen- 
sive, instead  of  the  aggressive. 

Men,  and  more  especially  young  men,  are  absent  from  our  meetings.  Pres- 
sing business  engagements  are  plead,  but  they  rind  time  to  attend  drill,  or  to 
go  to  places  of  amusement.  The  man  must  be  changed  before  he  will  come. 
We  think  the  effects  of  the  fall  are  visible.  Some  say  that  our  meetings  are 
not  attract*  e  enough.  We  do  not  wish  to  see  them  sugar-coated  with  world- 
lincss  to  get  people  to  attend.  There  is  a  lamentable  lack  of  young  men  in 
our  churches ;  young  men  with  all  their  independence  are  the  most  easily  led 
of  any  class,  and  the  world  being  more  active  than  Christians,  gets  most  of 
them.  A  word  from  a  companion  often  does  more  than  a  sermon  from  the 
pulpit.  Christian  Associations  are  the  very  thing  required;  men  who  are 
most  faithful  in  these  Associations  are  most  active  in  their  own  churches.  I 
have  seen  three  Associations  formed  in  this  Province,  and  all  failed  from  iso- 
lation. I  feel  persuaded  that  if  a  Provincial  Association  had  been  formed  like 
this  convention;  had  they  bean  visited  and  encouraged  they  would  have  lived 
and  sent  delegates  among  us.  There  should  be  a  regular  system  of  commu- 
nication between  Associations.  Look  at  tlie  Free  Masons  and  other  societies, 
their  union  is  the  life  of  each  and  all. 

Mr.  Roche,  of  Halifax — The  object  is  to  introduce  Associations  where  they 
do  not  now  exist.  It  will  be  impossible  in  some  districts  to  have  them  on  ac- 
count of  the  sparsencss  of  the  population,  bat  they  might  have  prayer  meet" 
ings  and  engage  in  Christian  work.  Young  men  should  look  to  themselves, 
and  not  wait  for  ministers  tt)  take  the  lead  and  be  the  head.  Should  visit  the 
central  organization  and  learn  the  best  means  of  carrying  on  the  work  of 
Christ.  In  Nova  Scotia  if  any  new  organizations  are  made,  the  Halifax  As- 
sociation will  be  happy  to  correspond  with  them,  and  aid  them  in  every  possi- 
ble way. 

Mr.  McKenzie,  of  Halifax,  had  received  great  good  from  the  Halifax  Asso- 
ciation, and  hoped  that  others  would  be  organized  and  flourish. 

Mr.  Waddell,  of  Halifax — I  wish  to  impress  the  necessity  of  developing  the 
devotional  element,  we  have  not  enough  prayer  and  brotherly  correspondence. 
The  secular  element  is  too  mucli  worked,  incurring  too  great  an  amount  of 
expense.  I  think  ministers  should  take  the  lead  in  meetings ;  let  young  men 
know  that  they  are  the  objects  of  especial  interest. 

Mr.  Ca'kin,  of  Truro,  thought  the  young  men  should  take  the  lead ;  give 
tnem  work  to  do  and  it  will  excite  their  interest. 

Mr.  Patterson,  of  Halifax — I  think  it  usually  depends  on  two  or  three  to 
I  carry  on  meetings.  Every  delegate  should  go  home  feeling  it  an  object  of 
I  his  life  to  maintain  an  organization  in  his  community.  There  should  be  an 
[Association  in  every  county  town,  which  could  correspond  with  the  central 
{one  at  Halifax.  A  system  oi  organization  would  be  the  life  of  it.  Let  us 
mve  some  suitable  hymns ;  I  consider  these  tlie  life  of  this  meeting. 

Mr.  Goudge,  of  Windsor — Suggestions  should  have  some  definite  shape ; 
Borne  will  adopt  one  system  and  some  another ;  I  think  the  appointing  of  a 
Committee  a  good  thing. 
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member  of  a  church  could  not  be  member  of  Association.  The  fees  were  four 
dollars  a  year,  which  was  too  high  and  excluded  some,  we  have  got  down  to 
one  dollar  and  have  abolished  the  other  rule,  and  we  have  prospered  since. 
We  wisli  young  men  who  are  not  Christians  to  come,  that  we  may  make 
Christians  of  them.  We  know  no  denomination ;  I  have  known  some  men 
for  years,  and  been  on  committees  with  them,  without  knowing  what  denomi- 
nation they  belonged  to. 

Mr.  Farquhar  (by  leave  from  the  convention),  attributes  prosperity  of  Hali- 
fax Association  to  another  cause  than  that  of  admitting  men  who  were  not 
church  members ;  the  old  members  saw  the  thing  sinking,  and  ruslied  to  the 
rescue,  and  are  more  active,  and  are  perhaps  more  encouraged. 

Mr.  Doull,  of  Halifax,  thought  the  change  was  a  good  one ;  thinks  wo  have 
been  stirred  up  to  greater  zeal ;  young  men  join  no  Association  unless  you 
interest  them. 

Mr.  Blackwood  (by  leave  from  the  convention) — We  have  before  us  a 
practical  illustration  of  the  working  of  the  broad  system,  and  I  think  it  is  a 
good  one. 

Mr.  lloche,  of  Halifax — My  opinion  is  that  if  the  Association  had  been  ex- 
clusive, it  would  have  been  dead  long  ago. 

Rev.  Mr.  Forrest  did  not  like  tlie  idea  of  isolation,  if  we  are  separate,  wo 
die. 

Mr.  Wiswell,  of  Halifax,  thought  we  might  be  separate  and  still  united  like 
a  pair  of  scissors. 

Mr.  Blackwood  thought  it  was  better  to  have  two  or  three  persons  who 
would  not  back  down  under  any  circumstances,  than  many  who  will  not  work. 

Itev.  Mr.  Tortcr — I  understand  the  name  of  this  Association  to  be  a  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  tlie  point  we  want  to  get  at  is  how  to  establish 
Christian  Associations  through  tlie  country.  If  it  is  intended  for  all  classes 
of  young  men,  let  us  strike  out  the  word  Christian.  If  we  hold  out  emolu- 
ments and  inducements  to  bring  them  to  Christ,  it  is  entirely  diflFerent  from 
Christ's  plan. 

Mr.  Cumminger,  of  St.  Mary's— We  have  a  large  field,  very  scattered,  but 
young  men  are  anxious  to  join  any  society  for  the  promotion  of  good.  The 
field  has  been  well  worked  by  temperance  societies,  and  they  are  now  ready 
for  something  else.  I  would  like  to  have  some  definite  plan  for  the  working 
of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  Old  men  are  looked  on  as  those 
who  shouhl  conduct  prayer  meetings ;  I  do  not  think  any  young  man  ought  to 
be  excluded  from  taking  a  part. 

The  Association  committee  transmitted  the  following  resolution  : — 

That  regular  attendants  at  Bible  Classes,  and  the  more  advanced  among 
Sunday  scliolars,  whose  conduct  and  Christian  graces  will  so  warrant,  be 
'  deemed  eligible  for  admission  to  membership  in  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations, 

In  amendment  to  this  Mr.  Grierson,  of  Halifax,  moved,  and  Mr.  Waddelh 
;  of  Halifax,  seconded,  That  tlie  matter  of  qualification  for  membcrsliip  be  re- 
If erred  to  each  locality  for  decision. 
I      The  amendment  passed. 

Mr,  Roche,  of  Haliftijt,  moved,  and  Mr,  Beckwith,  of  Halifax,  seconded, 
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**  nAiBB  BCcretaTy  to 

,  delegation  prc-nt  ^port  i^^  -  ^^,,  ,  s.ort 

TYvat  ««^^.^4ec«tive.    ^^'''^•,  .^c  request  of  tbe  l^r 
♦v,e  central  Exeo  g^  at  tii*^        ^.    i^ia. 

Closed  vfxtn  1^ 


Tier. 


,v  A?TEB150015  SESSION.  _ 

Minutes  of  UBtses^^^.^^^^„^Arr^^^^^^^  .,ess  Comn^ittee, 

The  following  vote  oi  ^ 

1.  K«sol«e^>  TUa^    Christian  A^soc       efforts  to  ren^^^^^^^^Cotnn 
lifaxT"?"!,lm\carted  andj-arne    ^^  also  to  the  L    ^^„taUn  pcrfe 


The  following  vo^^  "     __ 
„a  passed  una-ous>y  •        ^^^  ^  '-f /.SjSte^A 

1.  Resolved,  TUa^    Christian  A^soc       efforts  to  ren^^^^^^^^Cotnn 
Halifax  You"gJJ;\,,,ted  and  ^a^^^.  ^,  also  to  ^^^^^..^^ental  in  pcrte 


Upon  the  mtroau  ^_;j}.  RndoU,  r^       ;parQuhar,  all  ot  r^ 

c-^-'^'tr^    nUurray.a^ 
^,.  Bohson,  ^  -  ^-  ^^,  decided  that  the 
After  consultation 
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Tention  be  held  (D.V.)  in  this  city  in  1868,  at  such  time  as  the  Halifax 
Association  shall  decide  to  be  most  convenient, 

The  Business  Committee,  on  behalf  of  the  Convention,  respectfully  and 
earnestly  request  that,  where  Associations  do  not  exist,  every  pastor  of  a 
church  in  the  Province  report  the  name  of  a  member  of  his  clmrch  to  James 
Farquhar,  Halif^ix,  to  act  as  Corresponding  Secretary,  so  that  at  any  future 
meeting  there  may  be  the  fullest  representation. 

Rev.  Principal  Ross,  D.D.,  favoured  the  convention  with  a  profitable  essay 
on  Bible  Classes  and  how  to  conduct  them.  Our  limited  space  prevents  us 
giving  anything  more  than  a  short  extract. 

The  ultimate  object  of  the  Bible  Class  is  the  promotion  of  the  glory  of  God. 
Its  immediate  object  is  the  edification  of  the  members  by  increasing  the  Bibli- 
cal knowledge,  purifying  and  elevating  tlie  affection,  and  stimulating  their 
activities,  and  thus  to  promote  their  diligence  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  a  holy  life.  The  study  of  the  Scriptures  forms  the  leading  exercise.  A 
passage  of  the  word  of  God  is  made  tlie  subject  of  discussion,  upon  whicli  the 
members  are  presumed  to  have  devoted  more  or  less  previous  study.  Each 
member  viewing  the  passage  from  a  somewhat  different  stand  point  the  illus- 
tration must  be  much  richer  and  more  varied  than  would  have  resulted  from 
the  study  by  the  isolated  effort  of  the  individual.  Some  suppose  the  Scrip- 
tures difficult  to  be  understood.  Tlie  supposition  is  a  great  mistake.  If  stu- 
died with  an  honest  desire  to  understand  their  teachings,  with  humble  prayer 
to  God  for  the  aid  of  His  Holy  Spirit,  tlic  most  common  intellect  under  very 
unfavorable  circumstances  may  attain  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  their  contents. 
They  make  wise  the  simple,  while  they  afford  scope  for  the  energies  of  tlie 
most  thoroughly  trained  and  astute  intellects.  They  must  be  studied  with 
honesty  of  purpose,  not  in  a  cavilling  captious  spirit.  Their  language  must 
be  understood  in  its  ordinary  significations  unless  good  reasons  appear  for  a 
different  interpretation.  Tliey  must  be  studied  in  an  humble  spirit.  They 
treat  of  subjects  some  of  which  are  beyond  our  limited  powers  fully  to  com- 
prehend. We  must  be  content  to  remain  in  comparative  ignorance  on  some 
points.  We  must  not  study  so  much  to  obtain  from  them  proofs  of  our  pre- 
conceived opinions  as  to  derive  our  opinions  from  them.  Common  sense  is 
a  most  important  qualification  for  the  study  of  tlie  sacred  oracles.  In  many 
cases  an  acquaintance  with  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Jews,  and  of  the 
surrounding  nations,  of  tiie  climate  and  productions  of  the  country  whicli  they 
inhabited,  of  civil  and  political  history,  geography  and  of  chronology  will 
afford  valuable  assistance.  Particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  context. 
By  tlie  application  of  these  and  a  few  other  principles,  and  by  diligence  in 
studying  the  book  of  life,  a  large  amount  of  Biblical  knowledge  will  soon  be 
treasured  up.  But  this  acquisition  is  only  a  means  to  an  end.  It  must  influ- 
ence the  springs  of  at  dvity  and  direct  our  energies.  Were  our  youth  thus 
stimulated  and  thus  directed,  moved  by  tlie  cries  of  suffering  humanity  which 
are  heard  in  every  corner  of  tiie  land,  and  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  to 
engage  zealously,  discreetly  and  perseveringly  in  the  service  of  their  Lord 
and  Master,  how  soon  would  the  spiritual  aspect  of  the  world  be  changed,  and 
[the  (condition  of  the  inhabitants  ameliorated.  The  good  Lord  hasten  it  in 
I  His  time. 

Mr.  Roche,  of  Halifax — The  wise  teacher  of  the  Bible  Class  should  have 
iiegard  to  those  who  compose  it,  and  should  study  the  dispositions  and  charac- 
'l^er  of  his  pupils.     He  should  make  every  one  feel  that  he  holds  a  responsible 
position  in  the  class. 
Mr.  Blackwood,  of  Halifax — The  entire  Scriptures  can  not  be  studied,  we 
lould  select  portions  out  of  which  instruction  can  be  more  easily  obtained. 
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We  m^st  g^^  *"  -  ^^g  lesson 

-rMcEwan,  0.  HaU^j^-We -;-^;r  ^^^^^^^^^  .  to  Uavo 

ul^S'XltdTou^wnbean^^^  ^  ,„d  dependence 

Rev.  Mr.  Portcr-Go  to  your  ^lasB  m  ch  dl  ^^^^^^^  ^.g^^tly  yourself, 

nPod  with  a  sense  of  your  own  ^^^'''^fj         .^^^  ^^^se  ideas  impressed 
upon  God  wun  a  ^no^^ledge  you  have.     >Viin  ^  ^  ^-^^  ^^ 

c„"::l;«^.  oXUl  P»i*  »"'\*\"™ft„«aed  the  best  commeBtary 
MrOrUrson  fomd  that  the  word  of  Of^/^J^^  „( parallel  passage  All 

""°"»irjd:rro:::ra»"-^ 

.<.!°«rcr't:    "aaswered  a.  *e  next  -t.„,^   In_a.;^,^  ,^ 

a  Question  be  asked  «Ucb  he  c.«W°^--;.;,j,,..h,„ugh  the  week  m 

M.  Heard.  o^-XTfceL:"*  •■"  '*>»-  ""* '""  ""^  '^ 

have  often  killed  classes.  ^.^ 

Doxology  and  Benediction  by  Rev.  u 


SATURDAY  EVENING  SESSION. 


SATUKU.x  .v.^^^        „^,,,,,,ortfarewellBpeeches, 

The  Evening  Session  was  ^^^^^.^IZJ^^^^t  deep  solemnity  and  bro- 
singing  and  prayers.    It  was  ^^^'^^''^'T^^  ^^^  ^^,^,^  series  of  meetings, 
ther  y  love  which  has  Prevailed  throughout  he  ent  ^^^.^^  ^^.^  ^^^  „u 

Speeches  and  prayers  were  limited  to  ^-e  rn        ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
the  sessions  the  best  order  that  ^ou^d  Possibl  ^.^^^^  administered  the 

dressed  the  delegates ;— 
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Our  hour  is  gone,  and  I  too  have  a  farewell  to  say.  By  your  kir  Incss  I 
have  been  put  in  this  chair,  and  sustained  throughout.  The  delegates  to  the 
Montreal  Convention  were  prayed  for  at  our  Association  prayer  meeting  be- 
fore leaving.  I  believe  that  God  ordered  that  we  should  go ;  I  have  been 
indeed  blessed,  I  have  taken  up  the  cross ;  I  have  taken  a  stand  which  I  ouglit 
to  have  taken  long  ago ;  I  hope  you  will  go  home  decided  to  do  all  the  good 
you  can.  I  trust  every  soul  here  has  received  good,  and  that  you  will  be 
blessed  in  the  future,  and  feel  that  there  is  a  reality  in  religion,  and  that  we 
will  not  care  for  "  the  jeers  and  scoffs  of  the  world."  I  thank  you  for  the 
kindness  you  have  shown  me,  and  hope  I  have  given  offence  to  none  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duty.  I  would  suggest  as  subjects  of  prayer,  the  young  lady 
who  has  gone  forth  from  the  churcli  this  day  to  labor  in  Burmah  for  Christ, 
and  also  those  who  shall  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper  to-morrow. 

After  singing  and  prayer  the  Benediction  was  pronounced,  and  the  labors 
of  tlie  convention  came  to  a  close. 


FAREWELL  MEETING  IN  BRUNSWICK  ST.  WESLEYAN  CHURCH. 

Sabbath,  7th  Oct.,  3  p.  m. 

Although  the  day  was  unfavorable,  and  the  rain  poured  down  in  torrents, 
yet  the  large  building  was  well  filled,  more  than  1000  persons  being  present. 

Rev.  P.  G.  McGregor  presided. 

After  singing  and  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tupper,  of  Aylesford,  the  chair- 
man delivered  tlie  following  address. 

Christian  Friends, — The  object  of  this  meeting  may  be  stated  in  few 
words.  You  are  aware  that  a  series  of  meetings  has  been  held  in  our  city, 
during  the  past  week,  by  a  band  of  young  men,  and  I  think  we  may  say  by  a 
band  of  young  men  whose  hearts  the  Lord  has  touched.  These  young  men 
(with  a  sprinkling  of  fathers)  have  been  delegates  from  many  parts  of  the 
Lower  Provinces,  and  have  been  assembled  for  counsel  aild  prayer,  prepara- 
tory to  Christian  work. 

In  the  meetings  held,  the  Lord's  presence  has  been  realized,  and  such  a 
fraternal  spirit  diffused,  that  the  on-looker  has  instinctively  exclaimed,  "  Be- 
hold how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity. 
It  is  like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head  that  ran  down  upon  the  beard, 
even  Aaron's  beard,  that  went  down  to  the  skirts  of  his  garments,  is  as  the 
dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew  that  descended  on  the  mountains  of  Zion,  for 
there  the  Lord  commanded  the  blessing,  even  life  for  evermore/' 

Gladly  would  this  band  continue  longer  in  these  exercises,  feeling  as  did 
the  disciples,  when  on  the  mount  one  said  "  It  is  good  to  be  here."  But  as 
the  disciples  were  called  to  go  down  and  to  follow  their  Lord  through  scenes 
of  trial  and  difficulty,  bo  the  delegates  must  go  hence,  to  carry  out  in  their 
respective  localities,  the  mission  ifi  .which  they  have  engaged. 

And  we  are  met  to  bid  them  fari^well,  and  to  send  up  our  prayers  in  their 
hehalf.    Let  not  this  last  day  of^  the  feast  be  the  least*    Let  us  ask  for  and 
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expect  a  large  measure  of  Divine  influence,  for  this  is  the  law  of  the  King- 
dom, "According  to  your  faith  will  it  be  unto  you.'*  The  liberal  dispensation 
of  benefactions  to  longing  and  believing  jouls  distinguished  the  whole  minis- 
try of  our  Lord. 

It  is  the  principle  which  the  Spirit  set  forth  by  the  Psalmist,  in  that  memor- 
able saying  in  Psalm  80,  "  Open  thy  mouth  wide  an.l  I  will  fill  it,"  and  taught 
impressively  by  the  Lord's  prophet,  when  King  Joash,  after  shooting  eastward 
under  direction  the  arrow  of  the  Lord's  deliverance,  smote  with  the  arrows  in 
his  hand,  on  the  ground  three  times  and  stayed.  But  the  man  of  God  was 
wroth  with  him  and  said  "  Thou  shouldst  have  smitten  ^i-e  or  six  times ;  thou 
hadst  then  smitten  Syria  till  thou  hadst  consumed  it,  whereas  now  shalt  thou 
smite  Syria  but  thrice."  And  so  wo  should  expect  much  for  ourselves,  our 
city,  and  our  country  in  response  to  believing  prayer  and  hearty  effort !  And 
may  the  Spirit  of  tiie  Lord  be  with  us  during  our  meeting,  and  in  our  several 
spheres  of  action  wlien  we  separate. 

The  Chairman  called  upon  the  Rev.  Foster  Alraon,  who  thus  addressed  the 
delegates : — 

I>ear  Brethren, — 

We  all  feel  that  the  influence,  both  present  and  future,  of  young  men  is  most 
important  for  good  or  for  evil.  Those  wlio  labor  for  Christ  in  the  city  can 
always  rely  on  some  to  co-operate  with  thrMu,  while  the  young  man  in  the 
country  may  at  times  have  none  like-minded  to  aid  and  sympathize.  I  have 
been  asked  to  speak  some  farewell  words  of  advice,  to  encourage  you  in  the 
path  of  Christian  life  and  effort. 

I  would  urge  you  to  see  that  the  foundation  of  the  Christian  life  has  been 
laid,  that  you  have  real  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus.  Remember  that  "  faith  is  an 
act  of  trust  by  whicli  one  being,  a  sinner,  connects  himself  to  another  being,  a 
Saviour,  and  by  which  we  receive  His  Spirit." 

Our  most  powerful  influence  for  good  will  flow  from  what  we  are,  from  per- 
sonal holiness  of  heart  and  life.  All  of  us  cannot  do  great  things  for  Christ, 
but  we  all  can,  by  His  Spirit,  become  like  Jesus — unselfish,  meek,  gentle  and 
forgiving, — and  those  who  might  refuse  to  listen  to  us  pleading  the  claims  of 
vital  religion  cannot  resist  the  silent  influence  of  a  Christ-like  life.  Outward 
activity  in  plans  of  usefulness  will  avail  little  if  we  are  not  meek  and  humble, 
gentle  and  patient. 

We  live  at  a  time  when  a  desire  for  union  is  felt  among  Christians.  There 
are  those  in  the  Church  of  England  who  desire  a  union  with  the  Greek  and 
Romish  Churches,  but  while  these  Churches  retain  their  corruption  union 
with  them  is  impossible,  while  true  believers  are  already  united  with  all  who 
in  these  and  other  Churches  trust  in,  and  follow,  the  Lord  Jesus.  Remember 
that  true  believers  are  one  in  Christ  now,  and  should  manifest  that  union  in 
every  practicable  way. 

As  there  are  still  places  in  Nova  Scotia  where  Sabbath  Schools  are  needed, 
I  would  suggest  your  establishing  in  these  localities  Union  Sabbath  Schools. 

I  was  much  struck  with  the  observation  of  a  speaker  at  your  first  meeting, 
that  too  many  Christians  only  shewed  their  sympathy  for  one  another  in  the 
prayer-meeting.  While  the  Gospel  does  not  abolish  the  social  distinctions  of 
life,  yet  it  leavens  them  all  with  the  feeling  of  brotherhood  and  equality. 

Hold  fast  your  belief  in  Jesus  as  a  loving  Saviour,  and  in  His  kingdom 
and  Gospel  as  our  only  hope,  for  the  improvement  of  our  race,  and  as  the  basis 
of  the  most  needed  reforms  of  society. 

Be  not  ashamed  to  hold  the  same  creed  as  your  grandfather.  The  progress 
of  science,  while  it  will  modify  and  correct  our  interpretations  of  Scripture, 
will  not  alter  the  Apostle's  Creed,  which  orthodox  Christians  unite  in  believ- 
ing, or  the  truth  of  the  Word  of  God. 

Above  all,  when  you  consider  the  wide  field  of  Christian  work  which  has 
been  placed  before  you  by  my  brethren  in  their  addresses,  and  your  own 
weakness  and  temptations,  seek,  by  earnest  prayer,  for  the  gift  of  God's  Holy 
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Spirit,  to  dwell  in  you,  guide  you,  and  bless  your  efforts,  and  those  of  all 
God's  Church,  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  Christ  cur  Lord. 

Although  you  must  part  with  one  another  now,  it  is  surely  most  cheering  to 
remember  that  those  who  trust  in  and  follow  their  Saviour  will  meet  to  part 
no  more  in  Heaven.  Let  these  words  of  the  poet  bo  the  principle  uf  the  life 
of  each  of  us  : 

"  I  live  for  t>io«o  who  love  mo, 
And  for  those  who  know  me  true 
For  the  Heaven  that  Binlles  above  me, 
And  the  home  I'm  Koing  to; 
For  the  cause  that  needs  assistance, 
For  the  wrong  that  needs  resistnnce, 
For  the  future  in  the  distance, 
And  the  good  that  I  can  do," 

Mr.  Heard,  of  Charlottctown,  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Dear  Brethren, — When  I  consented  to  say  a  few  words, 
all  the  instructions  I  received  were  that  three  minutes  was  the  time  allotted 
to  me.  I  have,  therefore,  to  choose  my  subject,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  con- 
dcncc  my  thouglits.  And  first  let  me  express  my  thanks  to  God  for  putting  it 
into  the  hearts  of  the  Halifax  Association  to  call  this  meeting — so  fraught  with 
pleasure,  so  pregnant  ^'\\\  profit.  How  can  I  sufficiently  express  my  sense  of 
the  hospitality  of  your  citizens,  "h'mi  tave  so  kindly  entertained  us  !  Nor  can 
I  ever  forget  the  visit  to  tiie  Industria'  School,  inciting  us,  by  example,  to 
take  more  vigorous  action  in  the  cause  of  Christ.  I  shall  go  home  determined 
to  work  harder  than  ever  before,  and  bearing  away  sweetest  memories  of  this 
most  enchanting  meeting. 

The  speaker  then  referred  to  Bible  Classes,  and  who  should  compose  them, 
and  the  need  of  employing  young  men  on  the  Lord's  side. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Poi'ter  next  addressed  tlie  meeting  in  the  name  of  the  country 
delegates  from  Nova  Scotia.  He  spoke  of  the  need  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  aid ; 
that  coming  to  Halifax  was  good ;  but  that  all  means  were  useless  unless  the 
"informing  fire"  penetrated  the  hearts  and  motives  of  all  workers.  He 
referred  to  the  Tork  before  the  Association;  the  encouragement  that  was 
received  by  men  in  the  country  when  they  saw  the  people  of  the  city  so  active 
and  so  earnest. 

The  Chairman  then  called  upon  Rev.  Mr.  Milligan,  pastor  of  the  church, 
who  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Christian  Friends, — 

I  have  been  requested,  on  behalf  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  pastors  and  mem- 
bers of  Evangelical  Churches ,  and  Protestants  generally,  of  Halifax,  to  address 
a  few  parting  words  to  the  Delegates  of  tliis  Convention  from  abroad.  Would 
that  the  office  had  devolved  upon  one  more  competent  to  say  just  what  I  feel 
the  importance  and  solemnity  of  the  occasion  demand  I  Of  one  thing,  how- 
ever, I  am  assured,  that  but  few  hearts  in  this  large  audience  are  moved  more 
sincerely  to  their  very  depths,  with  kind,  tender,  and  holy  emotion,  than  that 
wliich  will  strive  to  find  utterance  in  words,  possibly,  of  but  feeble  expression ; 
80  that  personal '  is  well  as  on  behalf  of  those  I  represent,  I  do  most  heartily 
reciprocate  thos'  ontiments  of  Christian  regard  which  have  just  been  uttered 
by  the  two  gentlemen  preceding  me. 

A  feeling  of  sadness  casts  its  gloom  athwart  our  minds  as  we  think  the  time 
for  separation  has  nearly  come.  So  rapidly,  because  so  pleasantly,  the  last 
few  days  have  passed,  &at  it  seems  as  if  the  echoes  of  cordial  welcome  had 
hardly  died  away,  and  the  fraternal  greetings  following  scarcely  come  to  an 
end,  when  we  are  required  to  think  of  saying  "  good-bye."  Brief,  however, 
as  has  been  the  interrening  period,  it  has  been  long  enough  for  men,  drawn 
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toj?cther  by  the  magnetic  power  of  the  Cross,  to  look  upon  each  ( 
detect  the  common  "  mould  divine,"— long  enough  to  catch  the  gush 


and 


othdr 
of  Chris- 
ti.an  feeling  flowing  from  each  otiiers  hearts,  and  learn  that  the  fixed  purpose 
of  these  solemn  vows  is  one,— long  enough,  in  short,  to  realize  more  than  ever 
before  that  Christians  everywhere  are  subjects  of  the  same  Theocracy,  of 
which  "  Christ  is  the  Head," — members  of  one  family,  born  from  above  of  one 
Father  in  Heaven,  and  having  the  same  principle  of  life  in  perhaps  somewhat 
varied  type,  inciting  and  energizing  all  their  actions,  and  creating  a  commun- 
ity of  object  to  "  glorify  "  their  "  God  below  and  find  "  their  "  way  to  Heaven." 

As  has  been  observed  by  our  respected  chairman,  one  is  naturally  disposed, 
like  Peter  on  the  holy  mount,  to  give  vent  to  joyous  transport,  and  think  of 
tabernacles  that  we  may  abide ;  but,  beloved  brethren,  such  a  disposition, 
beyond  its  proper  limitation,  would  be  selfish.  The  worhl  needs  our  services ; 
prompted  by  a  desire  for  usefulness  we  came  together;  with  that  desire  inten- 
sified, Ave  are  about  to  separate.     "  Grace  unto  you  and  peace  be  multiplied." 

We  give  God  thanks  that  hither  "  the  tribes  have  come  up,  the  tribes  of  the 
Lord  unto  the  testimony  of  Israel ;"  a  noble  testimony  it  has  been,  to  have,  I 
trust,  its  proper  weight  in  certain  quarters  where  it  is  tliought  there  can  be 
no  unity  of  spirit  without  uniformity.  Christians  from  the  North,  South,  East 
West,  throughout  all  the  lots  of  their  inlieritancc,  have  in  perfect  harmony 
joined  in  all  the  various  acts  of  devotion,  and  discussed  from  day  to  day  ques- 
tions of  highest  practical  moment  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  without  any 
manifesting  "  I  am  of  Paul,"  or  "  I  of  ApoUos,"  or  if  the  practised  eye  has 
occasionally  discovered  the  colors  of  a  regin.ent,  every  spectator  has  readily 
Been  all  rejoice  under  the  blood-stained  banner  of  Emmanuel. 

Young  Gentlemen,  members  of  C.  A's.,  It  might  be  profitable  to  analyze, 
compare  and  digest  the  proceedings  of  our  Convention,  and  remind  you  of  the 
practi'ial  issues  we  have  reached,  but  this  my  time  forbids.  May  I  express 
the  hope  that  each  has  done  this  for  himself,  and  that  some  of  you,  possessing 
the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  and  having  the  press  at  your  command,  will  give 
these  some  permanent  form,  for  our  future  study  and  advantage. 

I  wish  tc  offer  a  few  remarks,  chiefly  by  way  of  application.  In  all  the 
excellent  addresses  you  have  heard  it  has  been  justly  claimed  that  there  is 
ample  work  to  engage  the  utmost  energies  rf  the  Church — that  whatever  else 
is  wanting,  there  is  no  lack  of  work  required  to  be  done  for  God,  for  ourselves, 
for  humanity.  In  them  it  has  been  shown  that  the  Church  is  capable  of  work 
far  beyond  her  past  achievements,  and  that  it  is  in  accord  with  the  law  of  God, 
both  natural  and  revealed,  that  we  bestir  ourselves,  and  come  to  the  help  of 
the  Lord  against  the  mighty.  Privilege,  as  well  as  duty,  demands  that  we  bo 
up  and  doing,  while  our  sun  of  life  favors  us  with  *'  day."  Hereby  alone  we 
shall  save  ourselves  from  moral  catalepsy — from  paralyzed  limbs  and  shrivelled 
muscles — "  from  hands  which  hang  down  and  the  feeble  knees." 

My  Brethren,  I  think  I  judge  rightly  when  I  assume  that  you  willingly 
respond  to  the  call  for  "  laborers,"  and  that  the  cry  of  your  hearts  is,  "  Here 
am  I,  send  me,"  "Lord  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?"  Receive  a  few  sug- 
gestions from  one  who  covets  earnestly  your  happiness,  honor  and  usefulness. 
Need  I  say  you  have  just  been  engaged  in  a  great  council  of  war,  not  however, 
in  view  of  taking  men's  lives,  but  saving  them,  and  that  with  weapons  not 
carnal  but  spiritual,  and  mighty  to  the  pulling  down  of  strongholds.  You  are 
about  to  enter  a  new  campaign,  never,  I  trust  "  to  strike  tents  "  until  the 
paean  of  universal  victory  is  heard,  or,  at  least,  your  part  in  the  grand  con- 
flict is  honorably  conjpleted,  and  dying  at  your  post,  you  exclaim,  (2  Tim.  iv. 
7 — 8,)  "  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,"  &c.  Would  you  quit  yourselves  like 
men,  and  accomplish  the  will  of  God  in  your  generation  ?  If  so,  with  all  the 
emphasis  of  Holy  Scripture,  I  would  say  to  you,  "Be  ye  Holy." 

What  gave  power  to  the  New  Testament  Church  after  the  firpt  dispersion  ? 
Was  it  not  that  they  had  waited  for  the  promise  of  the  Father,  and  been 
endued  with  power  from  on  High  ?  In  the  very  face  of  the  Sanhedrim,  despite 
of  all  their  threatenings,  the  apostles  declared,  "We  cannot  but  speak  the 
things  which  we  have  seen  and  heard."    To  Jews  and  Oreekc  everywhere, 
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Ihey  Ixtldly  witnessed  that  .Ii>mh«  was  "  both  IjorJ  and  Chrittt."     "  They  that 
werti  K«'ftlt<'red  abroad  went  everywhere  preaching  the  word."     Holinews  whii 

pOWiT. 

Hvloved  Brethren,  the;  ChriHtianity  of  H«iniu  ih  at  niost  tianHlucunt  al>out  tlie 
borders  of  their  garments  or  the  fringi;  of  their  profession,  held  up  to  the 
light  like  thi;  marble  a  luminous  streak  is  discoverable  about  the  edges,  every- 
where eUe  it  is  perfectly  opaque.  To  Iw  "  burning  and  shining  lights  "  we 
i.iiist  be  holy;  tb.e  flame  of  grace  must  burn  ui>on  the  altars  of  our  hearts  and 
cast  its  radiance  over  and  through  the  work  of  our  hands,  the  ways  of  our 
feet,  and  the  entire  business  of  our  lives.  Every  ag.i  has  its  peculiar  dangers. 
Ill  this  onr  own,  in  which  the  (!iiurch  has  spread  out  her  network  of  agcncicH 
to  a  far  greater  extent  tiian  ever  before.  1  am  not  alont-  in  thinking,  there  is 
need  of  care  li-st  undue  importance  be  atta(;hed  to  any  human  instrunientiility. 
I  liui)  with  uiMoinglcd  satisfaction  every  agency,  associated  or  individual,  that 
i>  atlaptcil  to  do  good.  I  would  say  organize  as  wisely  as  you  can  ;  bring  as 
many  (engines  a.«  pos.«iblc  to  play  u|>on  the  fortitications  of  sin  and  Satan,  Init 
what  1  charge  you  to  remember  is  tliis,  if  you  would  have  a  heart  to  feel  aright, 
and  a  head  to  think  aright,  together  with  strong  hands  to  labour  and  willing 
feet  to  run,  for  tli.  glory  of  (Jod  and  the  good  of  our  race,  you  nmst  eherisli 
t'ellowsliip  with  the  Father  and  with  his  Son  Jesus  tJhrist;  every  inlet  to  the 
heart  tnust  he  opened  to  receive  a  continuous  su])ply  from  the  living  fountain 
an<l  then  of  necessity  will  How  from  you  "  fountains  of  living  water  "  to  make 
,1,'lad  (rods  heritage,  and  can^e  green  vales  to  appear  amidst  the  (hssolations  of 
.«in  in  our  wilderness  world.  When  I  say  therefore  '*  be  holy,"  I  say  every- 
tiiin;^';  hut  it  for  a  nionient  or  two  I  descend  into  details,  I  would  add  "Be 
Brotherly."  In  the  widest  and  best  sense  of  the  ward  be  Itrotherly.  Rejoice 
in  the  pro«|»erity  of  your  (Christian  brethren  of  every  counnnnion.  Exercise 
(DWiird  them  the  charity  which  •  liopeth  all  things,"  and  which  will  cover 
"tile  multitude  uf  sins."  Like  the  artist  who  adroitly  painted  the  Macedonian 
Hero  leaning  upon  his  elbow  that  his  hand  might  cover  an  uncomely  vcar  on 
his  forehead,  i>y  a  favourable  construction  of  their  motives  aim  at  concealing 
their  delect)-,  or  it  obliged  to  note  their  errors  "write  them  on  the  sand." 
ilavc  love  also  for  your  wandering,  fallen,  prodigal  brethren.  Unlike  the 
"elder  brother  "  in  the  parable,  that  type  of  Scribes  and  Pharisees  of  modern 
as  well  as  iincient  times,  who  would  not  even  "^o  in"  and  rejoice  over  a  bro- 
ther recliiinicd.  "  j/«  ok/ quickly  into  the  hedges  and  highways"  invite  hack 
.and  if  pos.vibh  bring  home  the  wandering.  "  Yet  there  is  room."  In  our 
Father's  H (ju.se  there  is  bread  enough  and  to  spare.  Remember  the  law  of 
kindness  must  iioar  sway  over  all  your  Christian  activities.  Harshness  is 
always  repulsive.  Kindness  attracts  and,  if  yours,  will  thr'»w  a  bright  gleam 
of  sunsliine  over  all  your  course.  The  heathen  Moralist  taught,  '  Wish  well 
to  all  ;iii(|  do  good  only  to  your  friends."  Our  Lord  and  Master  say.s.  As  ye 
have  ojtjtortunity  "  do  good  unto  all  men.  especially  unto  them  who  are  of  the 
liousehold  of  faith."  Be  courageous  and  steioliast.  Add  to  your  faith  virtue, 
or  courage.  Bo  yc  steadfast,  nnmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of 
the  Jiord,  &c.  J^et  your  motto  he  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
Some  of  you  doubtless  have  read  with  admiration  on  Livy's  brilliant  page  the 
story  ofC.  Fabius  Dorso.  The  Koinans  after  their  disgraceful  defeat  by  the 
Oauls  had  shut  thoniselves  up  in  the  (^apit^d,  when  the  time  arrived  for  a 
staled  sacrifice  in  the  Faiiinn  (iens  upon  the  Quirinal  bill.  The  enemy's  sen- 
try guarded  the  gafi-a  bv  day  and  night;  but  the  intrejiid  Roniiin,  im'nied  with 
pious  zeal  and  trusting  the  gods  would  be  propitious,  with  Gabinc  cincture 
ami  bearing  the  .-acred  vessels  in  his  hand,  approached  the  foe  without  bf^- 
fraying  the  least  sign  of  fear  in  countenance  or  gait,  and  walked  unmoved 
and  unliu.t  through  their  very  midst;  t.ien  went  and  periornu'd  bis  rites,  and 
having  returned  was  again  allowed  to  pass  unmolested,  the  Gatils  having  been 
amazed  at  bi«  wondrous  daring  wr  i  verwhelmed  wiih  religious  awe. — The 
Scriptures  abound  in  examples  ol  r,  manly  spirit,  if  dear  Brethren,  you 
wouid  hare  the  worhl  respect  you  .and  protit  from  your  eflbrtg,  you  mum  be 
•'  bold  to  take  up  and  tirm  to  »ustaiu  the  consecraeii  cross."  The  very  c.ir* 
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take  M(lviinl;i;.'f  nf  tin"  ooAurtl.  Hence  if  yoii  wituhl  nhvc  your«'Ivt's  f'roiii 
iniiny  aniMyiiiK  attacks  and  h\  any  fircumntfincof.  fonipel  tin-  rcsport  of  rouf 
^•n«•mu'^,  you  must  liiivf  no  iilliaiuv  with  that  fal.^f.  tn-cur^cd,  hell-horn  nhann 
which  has  enwrnm-d  iiianx  :  and  slund  nj)  boldly  iin«l  finnly  for  Jumuh.  To  iii- 
duci'  vour  cionipliancc  you  liavi-  thi-  hi^hi'tit  |)08»ibii'  ini  (.'Utivcri.  Vou  will 
say  tliorc  wiih  ainn/in^  jtowt  r  in  NajjolconV  wordu  to  ttrv  tlit-  hoiirtK  of  hi- 
jfo'liiiorH  altout  to  make  a  di-i-cont  upon  tlu-  ManielukuM  as  tlu-y  stood  na/An^ 
upon  thf  Pynmiid-,  "  Sohiifr*.  from  the  ."Uiumit'*  of  yondor  Fyranddn.  forty 
Mgt's  nurvfv  your  conduct,  act  like  hi-roos." — Ania/in^  power  iii  the  woriin  of 
WfllinKton  at  a  critical  nit)nM-nt  at  Waifrloo.  when  cverythinu  Hcenu'd  to 
depend  upon  the  firnou'ss  ot  a  ci-rtain  iirifiadc,  '•  Stand  tirin."  a  meHsajft- 
which  hcoanu' more  npirit-stirrintf,  as  despite  of  every  remonstrance  was  n- 
iteratcd  "  Stand  firm,"  "  Stand  firm." — Anni/.inK  p  «cr  in  the  thundering  ap- 
plause of  ttpc'ctjitors  and  hope  of  beinf,'  crowned  in  their  presence  at  the 
Olympic  }?ame». — Amazint;  |»oHer  in  the  wonU  of  the  wounded  McGreifor  at 
I'reHtonpans,  •'  i  am  not  clead  my  childn  n.  |  am  looking  at  you  to  see  ynm  do 
your  duty."  Thin  leavinfr  you  to  compart  the  circuniHtances  as  1  have  not 
lime  to  amplify,  1  appeal  to  yoti  if  there  be  not  a  wondrous  charm  and  power 
in  the  word.s  of  tlie  Apostle,  *■  Wheretore  seeinjr  we  -ilso  are  compassed  about 
with  so  <;rent  a  dond  of  witnesses,  &c.."  Jleb.  xii,  1  ;  and  in  tlio*<e  of  the  cap- 
fiin  "f  otir  salvation.  "  These  thinjts  saitli  the  flr.«.t  and  the  lust,  which  was 
i|i':id  and  i<  alive,  '  lie  tlion  faithful  unto  ili.-itli  and  1  will  uivo  thee  a  cmwn 
of  life.'" 


Be  cheertul.  Of  all  pcrsoni<  Chrislian.s  .should  lie  most  cheerful.  'I'husynn 
will  disaliusc  uu-n's  minds  as  to  wi.sdom's  ways  beinj;  ylooniy  and  melancholy, 
and  show  they  are  ways  ol  plea.santness  and  paths  of  pi'ace.  *  Happy  is  that 
people  that  is  in  such  a  case?  yea,  happ3  is  that  people,  whose  God  is  th*- 
Lord."  "Blessed  is  the  people  that  know  the  joyful  sound,"  &c.  Many  in 
tills  respect  bring  up  an  evil  report  of  the  land.  Nevertheless,  I  would  have 
you  keep  in  renjembrance  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  mirth  and 
eluprfulness,  levity  and  Christian  proprety.  Christianity  has  KufTered  dcmlit- 
less  from  the  Puritanic  sombreness  of  e^  en  Rood  men  ;  it  is  ray  deep  conviction 
neveitheless,  that  the  evil  would  be  ininteasurably  {jrreatcr  if  the  latitudinarian 
attempts  of  some  at  the  present  day  were  to  prevail,  who  strive  to  gain  acces- 
sions to  the  church  by  concessions  in  the  way  of  amusements,  the  associations 
and  tendencies  of  which  are  t)ppo8ed  to  -ill  consistent  views  of  nonconformity 
to  the  world.  '•  Stand  yc  in  the  way.  aud  see  and  ask  tor  the  old  paths,  wher»- 
is  the  go«)d  way  and  walk  therein;  and  ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls." 
Tiien  will  your  joy  appear  unto  many  not  as  the  momentary  and  occasional 
^^leam,  or  the  lueteor's  imposing  but  transient  blaze,  but  as  the  genial  and 
abiding  sunshine.  Finally,  be  consistent.  Let  the  entire  testimony  of  your 
lives  square  with  the  profession  of  your  lips.  Nothing  mars  one's  usefulness. 
or  prevents  the  progress  of  true  religion  like  inconsistency.  The  world  will 
exercise  its  unquestionable  right,  i  i  expecting  from  you  the  full  quota  of  youi- 
profession,  and  will  generally  g<»  at  least  u  little  beyond  it.  Hence,  as  the 
[sraelites  throughout  their  encampment  had  all  their  camps  loo>{  towards  the 
ark  of  the  taberuacle,  even  so  let  the  life's  business  of  each  of  you  point  to- 
wards the  cross.  Let  your  calling  be  such  as  you  can  expect  the  divine  blcse- 
i:ig  upon  it  and  your  Ohastianity,  do  more  than  provide  you  with  an  outward 
parb.  Take  your  religion  with  you.  or  rather  let  tt  take  you  to  the  field,  the 
vvurkxhop,  and  the  mart,  and  then  will  all  men  take  knowledge  of  you  that  y«' 
iiave  Im'uu  with  Jesus. 


i'' 


In  conclusion,  beloved  brethren,  go  forth  resolved  to  be  centres  of  useful- 
ness, as  evangelists,  scatter  the  good  seed  of  the  kingdom,  as  torch-bearers  or 
beacon-stirs  hold  forth  tho  word  of  life,  as  good  soldiers  of  the  Cross,  fight  the 
{^ood  fight  of  faith ;  and  it  needs  but  little  faith  on  my  part  to  see  you  in  th« 
the  future,  bringing  many  sheaves  into  the  Lord's  garner,  the  instruments  of 


■Safe 


1.  your»"i'lvi'S  iVoiii 
Ih'  jvupi'i't  of  y««t' 
•fl,  hell  horn  *\w\w 
lor  .IcsUH.  To  in- 
cntivfK.  You  will 
.  till"  hoiirts  of  lii- 

tlu'V   stood  !i;rt/nin 
lur  FyraniitlK.  f»)rty 
\-vr  ill  till'  wonU  of 
crythini,'  Hi-eiiH'fi  to 
il  tiriii."  11  ineBsiiH*- 
•iiioniiitrance  wa>«  v»  - 
I  tho  tliunderlniK'  iii'- 
eir  yrosonce  at  th»! 
uiuled  MiCirenoi  sit 
lit  you  to  Ni*o  you  d.> 
nccw   as  1   littve  not 
U8  charm  and  power 
ivro  oonipasued  about 

ill  tlioJ«f  of  thf  cup- 
l  tin-  last,  which  wu^» 
ill  eivo  thi'i'  a  crown 


caving  many  from  dcotiuction,  the  moans  of  winning  inany  preciouH  trophies 
tlirough  \ft»fv. 

Now,  dear  Hnthrfn.  1  iiin!«t  guv — 


>■  Kuruwull  I 
'I'hut  wurtl,  thouKli  fond,  w^'lch  burim  and  rundx, 
llniiKH  on  tlu!  llpH  with  louf{  deluy, 
Tho  all  that  grief  and  love  can  mdv, 
Kiir»'wcll !  uKuIn  a  fond  fur<»wi'II. 


During  tlie  iiiufting  !iymnr<  tind  an  antlicin  wuii*  sung  at  intvrval-*. 

Prayer  was  oflerod  by  Uev.  Geo.  Hill.  A.  M.,  and  the  large  congregation 
iiniffd  in  sin^in^f  '•  Shall  we  jjather  at  thp  river."  a  hymn  endeared  to  all  the 
dfleifiites  liy  ifs  frequent  use  in  previous  sessions. 

Thu.<*  ended  a  series  of  meetings  of  deepest  interest,  and  whose  influeneesare 
already  heinj,'  felt  throuyrlumf  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 

The  Publishing  Committee  tender  thunks  to  Mr.  Oldright  for  his  extended 
report  of  the  meeting 


eheerful.  Thus  you 
Dinv  and  melancholy. 
,(!i'.  •  Happy  is  that 
i)le,  whose  God  i.>*  the 
lound,"  &c.  Many  in 
thcless,  I  would  have 
e  between  mirth  a:.d 
ty  has  suflered  dovilil- 

is  rav  deep  conviction 
er  if  the  latitudinarian 

0  strive  to  gain  accoj- 
nents,  the  association"! 
lews  of  nonconformit} 
)r  the  old  paths,  where 

1  rest  for  your  souls." 
lentary  and  occasional 
but  as  the  genial  ami 
tire  testimony  of  your 

mars  one's  usefulness. 
LMtcy.  The  world  will 
1  tlie  full  qaota  of  your 
Dud  it.  Hence,  as  the 
amps  loci  towards  the 
F  each  of  you  point  to- 
cxpect  the  divine  blcss- 
Iv  you  with  an  outward 
ke  you  to  the  field,  the 
nowledi^'c  of  yon  that  yi- 


to  be  centres  of  useful- 
lom,  as  torch-bearers  or 
•rs  of  the  Cross,  fight  the 
ly  part  to  see  you  in  the 
rner,  the  instruments  of 
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